The Sultaun Pettah Tope

commanding his contingent was to be no higher than a
Colonel.

By April yth the allied army had reached its objective
and taken up a position before Seringapatam, " a strong, a
healthy, and a brave army ", wrote Colonel Wellesley with
satisfaction, " with plenty of stores, guns, etc, etc., and we
shall be masters of his [Tippoo's] place before much more
time passes over our heads ".l He was now in the best of
spirits and doubts of success had entirely disappeared.

A few hours later, however, his spirits were to be con-
siderably dampened, and all because of a nasty dark little
wood, with a treacherous, twisty watercourse running through
it, which he was ordered to take that night, without having
had an opportunity of reconnoitring it by daylight. This
was the famous Sultaun Pettah Tope, which has made so much
noise in the world, for it provided an occasion on which
Arthur Wellesley failed ! It was in reality a perfectly simple
affair, but it gave the gossips an opportunity to pick holes in
the Governor-General's brother, an opportunity for which
they had long been thirsting. The principal actors, however,
were quite unaware that anything out of the ordinary had
occurred.

On the night of the 5th we made an attack upon the enemy's outposts
[wrote Colonel Wellesley to his, eldest brother] which, at least on ray
side, was not quite so successful as could have been wished. The fact
was that the night was very dark, that the enemy expected us, and were
strongly posted in an almost impenetrable jungle. We lost an officer
killed, and others and some men wounded (of the 33rd); and at last,
as I could not find out the post which it was desirable I should occupy,
I was obliged to desist from the attack, the enemy also having retired
from the post. ...

I got a slight touch on the knee, from which I have felt no i
ence . . , and I have come to a determination^ when in my
never to suffer an attack to be made by night upon an eii
prepared and strongly posted, and whose posts have not
noitred by daylight.2

1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. 7, /.

